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Point Three 


Personal View 


‘Make things as simple as vou can — but 
no simpler! (Einstein) 


There is no simple answer for the 
Christian wrestling with the moral 
problems of the nuclear age. Sincere and 
intelligent Christians reach different 
conclusions. | want here to set out as 
plainly as I can some of their arguments. 

Let us look first at the Christian 
case for the nuclear deterrent. as argued 
by Paul Johnson (Times 29 Jan 83). 

Hitherto, we have leaned on the 
theology of the ‘just war’, constructed by 
the great medieval theologians on 
foundations laid by Augustine in the days 
when the Church moved away from its 
original pacifist stance. But can we lean 
on this doctrine any longer? Has 
technology stepped up the effects of war 
to the point where every war is inherently 
‘unjust’? Dr Runcie (and others) have 
quoted our entry into WW2 as a classic 
case of the just war. Yet, within a year we 
were committed to the saturation 
bombing of cities! Some 50 milion 
people were killed in this war before the 
first atom bomb was used. Now, nuclear 
weapons add such new dimensions as 
radioactive fallout and immeasurable 
genetic effects. It is, therefore, literally 
vital that we stop major war breaking out. 
That, says Johnson, is the moral 
justification for nuclear deterrence. That 
policy has kept war from Europe since 
1945; free governments of every political 
persuasion have backed it; and for 30 
years, it has claimed the agreement of 
every electorate in the free world. 

But that doesn’t get us off the 
hook! Those of us who have supported 
the defensive build-up of NATO nuclear 
weapons have done so believing that it 
would stop major war. But our nuclear 
deterrent is effective only when a 
potential aggressor knows that we have 
the weapons, that they are deployed for 
use and that, in the last resort, we would 
use them. But would we? 

If we support the existence of 
NATO’s nuclear weapons (however evil 
they may be) and have the will to use 
them in self defence, there can be only 
one justification. We must really believe 
that there is no other way to prevent a 
major war und that the results of a war 
(or of surrender in advance) would be a 
far worse evil. Clearly, the consequences 
of a major nuclear war would be a 
physical evil on a scale almost 
unimaginable. Those who oppose the 
surrender implied in unilateral 
disarmament must believe that a Sovict 

monopoly of these weapons would mean 
the world being subjected to a far greater 
evil, viz the permanently unchallengeable 
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repression of a godless totalitarianism. 
Johnson points out that those who have 
experienced that repression but have also 
lived in the West, with its admitted faults, 
— men like Solzhenitsyn — have no 
doubts. He concludes that support of the 
nuclear deterrent is the only path open to 


the Christian. 
But are you and | sure? Canon 


Paul Oestrcicher (Times, 5 Feb 83) argues 
powerfully for the case set out to the 
Anglican Synod in ‘The Church and the 
Bomb’ He argues the paper’s case that 
gradual nuclear disarmament by us would 
help create the conditions of trust that 
would enable the super-powers to start 
disarming. He points out that to talk of 
the permanent evil of a Russian takeover, 
ignores two vital facts. The crucllest 
tyranny cannot kill the soul: love, truth, 
forgiveness cannot be destroyed. Nor can 
it last for ever. (‘.. . Every tyranny has 
its day. But, from a nuclear desert, there 
is no way back in a thousand years.’) 

Michael Howard (Oxford’s Regius 
Professor of Modern History, world 
expert in war studies and Vice-President 
of the Council of Christian Approaches to 
Arms Control and Disarmament) poses 
what Ae sees as the central moral 
dilemma (Times, 8 Feb 83). The strategy 
of nuclear deterrence was deliberately 
chosen by NATO because it was cheap. 
For 30 years, no serious attempt has been 
made to defend Europe with 
conventional forces since that would 
mean a major shift of our resources from 
social welfare to meet the cost. For 
Professor Howard — and his view 
demands our respect — there is no moral 
dilemma in possessing, or, in the last 
resort, using nuclear weapons to stop 
their use against us by a USSR ‘explicitly 
unconstrained by those considerations of 
“bourgeois morality” which so properly 
worry us. His moral dilemma is that we 
should contemplate the first use of 
nuclear weapons rather than accept the 
fall in our material standard of living that 
would result from devoting adequate 
resources to conventional defence. 

l have been helped by the 
Archbishop of Canterbury’s recent 
Chatham House address (Church Times, 
25 Jan 83). While accepting the theology 
of the ‘just war’, he cannot apply it to 
full scale nuclear war. (‘. . . There is no 
such thing as a just mutual obliteration a) 
So, since we can’t ‘disinvent’ nuclear 
weapons, Our top priority must be to 
search out disarmament initiatives, to 
move urgently from ‘the placid 
acceptance of the dangerous status qua’. 
It is a dangerous simplification’ to say 
that Christians must renounce power: we 
must differentiate between individual 
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Cover picture 

Peter East, with some of his young 
Asian friends from the East End of 
London (see picture feature on p3). 
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ethics and those appropriate to a 
sovereign state. Jesus was clear that the 
law was God-given and never undermined 
its role in using power to uphold freedom 
and justice. It is a fallacy to say that all 
Christians must be pacifists. /‘. . . One 
may renounce one’s own rights. One 
cannot renounce one’s responsibility for 
preserving the rights of others’.) 

There is no simple answer 
however much we may yearn for one. We 


must argue it out and. whatever 
conclusion we reach, fight with all the 
conviction we have for progressive. 
genuine disarmament. 

FGR 
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Most Asians, following a different 


Help — in the form of people, food or 
donations — came from ten Branches or 


TE A DELIGHTFOL PARADOX 25 


religion, don’t celebrate Christmas; yet 
their children, seeing others enjoying 
themselves, often feel left out. Peter East 
decided to give them their own Christmas 
party at Talbot House on Tower Hill, 
with all the things that children enjoy -- 
games, food, crackers, streamers — the 
lot! 


[ A 
There was disco dancing . 


Thanks, but we'll sit this one out 


... but when the music stopped, vou had ome al 
to stand quite still! Go away — we're busy! 


Photos: Scott Shaw 


When vou need a friendly hand, Toc H is there 


Peter East, who has been on the Toc H staff for 25 years, leaves us in April this 
year — retiring early on his 60th birthday. For the past 16 years, he has been 
based at Talbot House, Trinity Square and has worked with and made many 


friends among the Bangladeshi community in East London. He plans to spend 
his retirement years in a Bangladeshi village and we all send him our warmest 
good wishes. : — Editor 


Groups in the SE Region, plus friends of 
Peter East and John Burgess, who 
organised the evening. Nearly 70 children 
came and, judging by the pandemonium, 
the party — the second of its kind — was 
a great success! 


I got it in a cracker — vou blow it like 
this 


The spirit of Christmas 


Round and about sos. 


Getting their 
priorities right (1) 


Expansion, and getting youngsters 
interested in Toc H, was the subject of an 
evening at Conwy Branch recently. We 
look forward to reporting any progress in 
this field in future months, gentlemen! 


Getting their 
priorities right (2) 


Do you put the family at the bottom of 
the list? Newport women don’t! A local 
newspaper reports their Christmas mini 
market raised £415 to go to ‘Toc H funds 
and local charities’. 


Toc H and Danny La Rue 
No apology! 


‘Round and About’ seems to be turning 
into an ideas page! One of the latest 
brainstorms is from Wallasey, who 
organised a flower arranging 
demonstration and raised £200 for a local 
hospice. 

It was a sell out. Over 150 
attended to see displays created ‘before 
your very eyes’ by two ladies ‘like a local 
version of Hinge and Bracket’ reports our 
correspondent Doris Longley. 

Says Doris ‘Their first 
arrangement brought an approving “Oh!” 
from the audience when they produced a 
cascade of autumnal colour crowned with 
the Toc H lamp with its flame topping 
the display. Bridal and dinner 
arrangements were produced with skill 
and speed and the final arrangement was 
a tribute to Danny La Rue who 
demonstrators thought, like Toc H, 
‘spreads a little happiness’. 


Olympic champion splashes out 
to help buy ambulance 


The mayor dressed up in a Victorian 
swimming costume and a crowd of 700 
turned up to sce Olympic gold medallist 
Duncan Goodhew start a sponsored swim 
involving 230 people at Grays (Essex). 

The event was organised to help 
raise funds towards a new £27,000 
ambulance for the disabled, planned by 
Thurrock Branch. 

Jobmaster Jan Hubbocks said ‘The 
event ratsed over £1,500. We've already 
got the chassis and are now raising money 
for the bodywork: 


Duncan also ran a training session for 30 
local youngsters at Thurrock the same 
day. 
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All together now 
£5,000! 


Ryde Toc H certainly know how E 
organise people! Their fair involved l 
local charities from the British Heart 
Foundation to the RNLI, selling 
everything from fancy cakes to Christmas 
cards and the total raised since the fairs 
started is over £5 000. 

You might argue that with other 
charities involved, there’s less for Toc H 
but I don’t think so. You’ve got to get 
people to walk in and buy to start with 
and you'll get a lot more people to a big 
sale like this. 


There'll be another seven 
along in a minute 


Who’s the best person to test seven Toc H 
drivers? A bus driving inspector of 
coursc! NAGS (Northants Action Group) 
decided nothing less would do if the 
district were to have a pool of accredited 
minibus drivers. 

An inspector from the United 
Counties Omnibus Company gave his 
services and our correspondent Tina 
Tennant says ‘The minibus had a steering 
column gear change (crunch, crash) but it 
all came right with practice’. Further 
sessions were planned — including some 
off the road for novices! 


Maxi use for minibus 


In our first Ideas Corner (August issue) 
we mentioned a way of ensuring that 
minibuses were run as usefully as 
possible. Toc H Seaford never have that 
trouble — their minibus never secms to be 
off the road, and with 50.000 miles on 


the clock, is now due for replacement 
reports our correspondent John Minter. 
Seaford’s list of the Mileag j 
by 67 users for three years to last 
makes very interesting reading, 
Top come the Boys’ Brigade with 
over 5.000 miles: Toc H comes 12th with 
966 miles. The message is clear — Seaford 
didn’t get the minibus just for Toc H 
activities, but for the entire community 
which is why they can expect community 
support for buying their new vehicle, 
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Gifts with a history 


There is an interesting history behind 
gifts to Owton Manor Toc H Branch from 
the relatives of two Builders, reports our 
correspondent Laura Lee. The gift in 
memory of Captain Charles Henry Carter 
consists of Toc H books, photographs and 
copies of the Toc H prayer in languages 
from all over the world. Captain Carter 
was host to ‘Tubby’ on many voyages and 
these mementoes have messages inscribed 
by Tubby. There is also a statement made 
at sca off Finisterre dated 1955 certifying 
that ‘Tubby’ had initiated Captain Carter 
into Toc H. 

Another gift is in memory of Miss 
Gertrude Hodgson, the Branch’s oldest 
Builder, who died in August aged 94. She 
was still knitting squares to make 
blankets for the elderly and had a fund of 
experiences to relate. Her niece in Canada 
became interested in Toc H through 
members of Owton Manor Branch, 
especially thanks to one member who 
lived next door to Gertrude and who was 
much more than a good neighbour. As a 
token of their gratitude, Gertrude’s 
relatives in Canada have sent a donation 
to the Branch, which has been passed on 
to the Family Purse. 
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They got the money — but 
what about the workers? 


When Bramley Branch planned a 
travelling cinema to show films to old 
people, getting the money was the easy 
part. A £500 grant from the Warden 
Manor Award Scheme paid for their 
projector but where were the 
operators? 

Their plan had included a team of 
young volunteer projectionists but initial 
aproaches to local churches and schools 
failed. But, reports our correspondent 
John Pratt, Bramley persevered and they 
now have four girls and a boy from two 
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One of Bramley ’s young projectionists. 


The minibus went to a wedding! 


When it comes to running minibuses, we 
think the Revd ‘Polly’ Perkins could 
teach some people a thing or two. In just 
eight years ‘Polly’, a part time member of 
the field staff based in Kent, has recorded 
about 60,000 miles, paid out £4400 in 
overheads and repairs, and gol through 
two minibuses. He’s now on his third! 

But more to the point — his 
scheme is cheap. entirely sclf supporting, 
and has meant 550 bookings from all 
sorts of organisations besides Toc H. It’s 
even been used for jumble sales, removals 
and a wedding! 

‘Polly’ believes the minibus is 
another aspect of Toe H service to the 
community — and the community secs to 
it that he can always pay the bills, even 
the latest one for a heavy overhaul which 
included a new engine, clutch and brake 
system. 

Users pay for the petrol, plus 2p a 
mile and £1 a day. Non-members of the 
supporters scheme pay a further 
donation; this works very well -- one 
user was asked for £37 and sent £90! 
Membership of the supporters scheme 
(£10 for groups, £5 for individuals) brings 
in a further £300 a year. 

So the minibus goes on — a fine 
example of a shared venture in the 
community. 


A wild day out 
for Newport 


If you were given £310, what better way 
to spend it than on safari among wild 
animals? A local golf club passed part of 
their tournament proceeds to Newport 
Branch, asking them to give an outing 
to local handicapped people. 

So off they went to Longleat 
Safari park. After a three course meal, 
they enjoyed a drive around the park and 
reports our correspondent Mary Leech: 
<.. one of the giraffes put its head into 
the coach, to the great delight of the 
children’. Fortunately the lions didn’t 
regard the passengers as ‘meals on wheels’ 
and all returned safely! 


Toc H member Joan Young with Mr and 
Mrs Smith, enjoving their first outing for 
two years, following a road accident. 


‘How can we thank them?’ 


Thats a question that often crops up 
after a successful event when we've been 


helped by other bodies in our 
community. 
Young people from a local 


school’s drama group entertained needy 
children at a party organised by Hainault 
Branch, reports our correspondent Leslie 
Luck. During the school’s assembly the 
Branch presented a Toc H shield to the 
drama group. 

Besides being an attractive gift, 
these shields serve as a constant reminder 
of a pleasant association and perhaps in 
some small way help to maintain it. A 
shield is illustrated on the back page of 
the March 1982 issue. They can be 
obtained from HQ at £7, or £7.50 with 
brass plate for inscription (prices include 
postage and packing). 


No flowers please . . . 


When Col Clarence Gilbert died, instead 
of flowers, donation of nearly £100 was 
made to Jersey Toc H, his old Branch, 
who bought a wheelchair and donated it 
to a local hotel for the handicapped. 


On paper, they're fast! 


They're quick off the mark in 
Eastbourne! A travel agent had a stock of 
old brochures which he advertised in the 
local paper. By 9.45am on the day the 
paper appeared, Eastbourne had phoned, 
and by 10.15am they'd cleared them out, 
to sell to a waste paper merchant for their 
funds. 


How Churches went joint 
in Norwich 


‘Jn our lives we all came in close contact 
with each other: in business and 
shopping; belonged to the same clubs and 
societies; and socialised together — yet on 
Sundays we made our separate way to 
two separate churches...’ 

So begins an account of how two 
denominations came together in Lodden, 
near Norwich. It was sent to us by Mary 
Sidney, a member of the Broads District 
Team, prompted by a report of a similar 
event in the July Round and About. 

It started in 1973 when a group of 
Anglicans, discussing the Christmas 
services, asked ‘Why don’t we invite the 
Methodists?’ In the following months, 
things went further, until they were 
sharing services regularly, and had one 
Sunday school, one youth group and one 
bank account! 

Now the Methodists contribute to 
the Anglican vicar’s expenses, and the 
Anglicans to the Methodist minister’s 
stipend. Summer services take place in 
the Anglican church, but in the winter, 
everyone moves to the Methodist church, 
which has better heating. 

Church attendance is increasing 
and there is now an agreement with the 
Roman Catholics who use one of the two 
churches for their worship too. 

The report says: ‘Unity has come 
about because the laity love each other 
enough to get together first and work out 
the details later.’ 


And briefly .. . 


about 60 founder, District and 
Branch members attended Loughton 
Women’s 21st birthday celebration. They 
are flourishing with 21 members; if they 
get one new member a year, it’s going to 
be quite a party at their 50th birthday .. . 


. despite the age of its members, 
Bakewell is one of our largest Branches 
and its activities have included helping to 
start a library service for the 
housebound . .. 


... the latest people to help raise funds 
for Hythe’s minibus fund were the 
Salvation Army, who put on a special 
CONCCS mera 
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From the 
Direcor, 


by Ken Prideaux-Brune 


My last contribution to this page, back in 
December, outlined some of the grounds 
for hope which exist in the Movement 
today if we care to see them. Those 
grounds for hope are real and widespread 
but we also have to recognise that there is 
a deep and persistent malaise within the 
Movement. Our attempts to deal with our 
financial problems, and our efforts to 
create more effective structures, are 
important and necessary. But they are 
attacking only the symptoms of that 
malaise, not Ws cause. The underlying 


The problem of any new group, whether 
it be a TAG or a Branch, is the initial 
publicity campaign that must be waged 
with the locals. Since our beginning as a 
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TAG in Kirkheaton (Huddersfield) back 


cause is a loss of vision and a lack of self 
confidence. The Central Executive 
believes that a new, national initiative is 
needed to tackle this malaise and has 
resolved to launch such an initiative. It 
has done so humbly. knowing that it will 
need a great deal of help from a great 
many people, but believing that it has the 
responsibility to give a lead. Now is the 
time to lay aside our sense of failure and 


to move forward with a clear under-_ 


standing, shared by us all, of the purpose 
for which we have been brought together. 

Basic to that purpose is the 
attempt to create a quality of relation- 
ships unlike that in the world outside, 
relationships based on the acceptance and 
forgiveness which Jesus taught, relation- 
ships similar to those we strive for in our 
own families but created between people 
of quite different background and 
outlook on life. The creation of such 
relationships will always be a struggle and 
we will never wholly succeed. The 
struggle will bring joy but it will also at 
times bring pain — at the heart of love is 
the Cross. But if the struggle is a 
continuing one, if relationships have to be 
constantly created and re-created, we 
have all, surely, known moments, 
however flecting, when the words cf 
Jesus about the Kingdom being within 
us were no longer abstract theory but 
became an expericnce of living reality. 
And we find that reality in the simple. 
ordinary give-and-take of our friendships 
one with another, in times of laughter 


in March 1982. we wanted to get 
ourselves known in the village, we wanted 
to grow, and we wanted to emphasise to 
the village that we were normal and not 
‘freaks’ because we were in Toc H. 
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arising from a deep feeling of being at 
ease with one another, in the times, 
sometimes scrious, sometimes frantic, 
sometimes lighthearted, when we work 
together, and in the quiet solitary 
moments when we uphold each other in 
prayer. 

Toc H at its best offers cach one 
of us two things. It offers acceptance. We 
find ourselves accepted as we are, 
unconditionally, with no need any longer 
to pretend to be somcone other, and 
better, than we really are. And it offers us 
a challenge. We are challenged to use our 
gifts for the bencfit of others, to discover 
whatever latent talents we may possess, 
to re-think, and to go on re-thinking, our 
whole scale of values, and, above all, to 
seck to grow, day by day and year by 
year, in the things of the Spirit. 

Of course, Toc H is not always at 
its best. We do not always feel accepted 
as we are — indeed we may at times even 
feel rejected. We do not always find 
within it a challenge — or, perhaps it 
would be more honest to say we do not 
always feel able to recognise or respond 
to the challenge. But nonetheless there is 
plenty of evidence to show that at many 
times and in many places Toc H is 
recognisably as | have described it. People 
do find a special quality of friendship. 
They do find acceptance and a challenge 
they cannot evade. 

What we have to offer is 
something which is desperately needed 
in today’s world. We have a variety of 


E F 
by David Brougham 
The most dramatic things were therefore 
thought of and one such thing was a 
fancy dress promotional pub tour. It was 
a scream. 
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‘We wanted to emphasise that we were 
normal...’ So what did thev do? David 
Brougham dressed up as Hilda Ogden, 
Janet Hawksworth (minus beak) dressed 
as a cockerel, Genene Parrish played a bee 
and Julian Parrish (with very sick parrot) 
was a pirate. Quite normal, really! 


Notes from Wendover, ais owe 


I am pleased to report that my notes in 
December’s Point Three have produced a 
welcome flicker of response. Basically, 
those notes were pointing to ways in 
which we can help stem the flow of cash 
out of Toc H funds. One way is by using 
the Deed of Covenant scheme: by signing 
a simple form any of us can increase our 
giving by 40% al no cost to ourselves. A 
number of members responded to my 
article by asking me for the forms. So, 
come on now all the rest — rally round! 


| wrote, too, about the way in which 
Branch Treasurers can redeem tax 
deducted on their Branch Building 
Society accounts and several Treasurers 
have written to me for more detail. That 
will be very helpful. 


And [ am 
increasing 


pleased 
number 


to note that an 
of Branches have 


decided to loan money to the Family 
Purse instead of tucking it away in Bank 
Deposit Accounts, TSB Accounts, 
Building Society Accounts cte. 
Remember that we will pay you a good 
rate of interest and that your loan will be 
repaid at once on demand. This is a great 
help to the Family Purse and I hope that 
other Branches will consider this use for 
any reserve funds they might have. 


Finally, you should know that work is 
progressing steadily on the transfer of all 
our membership records to the computer. 
It’s been a long process but it shouid be 
completed by the end of March. All our 
accounts are now on the computer and 
the system is bedding down quite nicely. 
A few gremlins crept into the first six 
month’s figures but | expect the annual 
figures to be spot on. 
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methods which have proved their 
effectiveness. What we need is to break 
out of the malaise, the vicious circle of 
loss of vision and lack of self confidence. 
The initiative which the Executive 
proposes as a way of starting this process 
is a series of major gatherings around the 
country at venues chosen so that each 
and every one of us can, without too 
much inconvenience, attend one of them. 
During the day there will be practical 
descriptions of some of the ways in which 


The first requirement of anyone taking 
part is simply guts. To dress up like idiots 
and walk into a crowded pub is a 
challenge to anyone. We dressed up as 
bees, cocks, pirates and even Hilda 
Ogden. With our donation boxes in one 
hand (cleverly disguised as things like 
eggs and handbags to fit in with our 
costumes) we were off, complete with 
butterflies in our stomachs. 


The first pub was quiet and it slowly 
teased us into the action. After gaining 
much of the needed confidence, we sailed 
on round other pubs and clubs, collecting 
many donations and giving out our own 
leaflets which we'd had specially printed. 
We talked to the locals, encouraged some 
to have their photographs taken, and 
laughed till the sides of our stomachs 
were coming out. 


The evening was a great success and many 
people admired our guts for doing it. The 
fact that we were dressed up immediately 


Toc H is alive and effective today, 
opportunities for us to think about the 
specific part which we are being called to 
play in it, and an Act of Worship in which 
we can renew our dedication to this ‘good 
thing’ we call Toc H. This programme of 
meetings will take about a year to 
complete but it will start this autumn. 

At the time of writing the plans 
are still in an embryonic stage. Before 
they are finalised there will be a great 
deal more discussion, particularly with 


made us the focal point in the pub, and 
people were digging into their pockets 
with smiles on their faces. 


Our pamphlets left our message with the 
customers. It told them of the types of 
things we had done, and the things we 
were going to do in the future. It 
informed them of our jumble sale which 
was held two weeks later. This was a great 
idea: not only has it proved that people 
did actually read the pamphlet, but it 
gained us extra jumble and customers. 
This was active publicity that worked. 
One lady for example rang up a few days 
later and gave us her electric fire which 
we were able to sell for £5. 


During the cvening we collected in 
donations of £40.30, and a week later the 
Conservative Club sent us a donation of 
£10. Thus after our pamphlet costs were 
deducted we made a profit of about £40 
with pamphlets still to distribute. We had 
our photographs in the local paper, and 


Note: Kirkheaton TAG keeps very busy. 
A fortnight after their fancy dress tour, 
their jumble sale (for S Yorkshire Toc H’s 
new Plus Bus) raised a further £50. Last 
summer they took a party of single 
parent children on holiday in Bridlington 
and followed this up with a Christmas 


party for the same kids, each one bringing 
a personal friend. The Christmas party 
was organised by those TAG members 
too young to share in the earlier project 
and they persuaded local firms to donate 
the party food. Carry -on, Kirkheaton! 

— Editor 


a : 
Point Three 
Branch Orders 


I. Branches wil! know that the 
invoices for their Point Three orders 
are prepared and sent out in March so 
that the right orders can be dispatched 
from April onwards. If you want to 
change the number of copies you 
require from April 1983 to March 
1984, please let us know as soon as 
possible. 


27 A growing number of Branches 


(and individual subscribers) now 
contribute in whole or in part to the 
cost of posting their copies. Postal 
charges are now so high that these 
contributions are of the utmost value. 
Are you paying postage on your 
copies? Please examine your finances 
(and your consciences!) once again to 
see what you can do to help. 


Regions, so as to ensure that whatever 
pattern finally emerges is complementary 
to initiatives being taken at Regional 
level. I am certain of the need for a 
national initiative and I am grateful to the 
Executive for giving a lead. But if the 
initiative is to succeed it will require a 
response, firstly from those asked to help 
plan and lead the gatherings, and then 
from each and every member through his 
or her full participation in them. 


gained the confidence of the local people. 
The night was a success in so many ways. 


November 5 might have been the night 
when Guy Fawkes tried to blow up the 
Houses of Parliament, but November 6 
was the night when Kirkheaton TAG 
spread their own light over their 


community with one large bang. 


Genene Parrish was in The Blacksmith’s 
Arms. He'd better be careful — there’s a 
sting in her tail! 


D 


‘Of all forms of service needing men, 
Scouting lies nearer, perhaps, than anv 
other to the heart and ideals of Toc H.’ 
So wrote Tubby Clayton in the magazine 
Scouter’ in July 1923. Indeed, many 
Rover Scouts were closely associated with 
the work of Toc H and there is a record 
of a Rover Patrol having been formed by 
Toc H in Antwerp — 70 miles from 
Poperinge — as cary as 1927. 
Baden-Powell was himself in close touch 
with Toc H and welcomed the Movement 
as an ally. Links between Scouting and 
Toc H continued until well after the last 
War. and, although they are not as close 
nowadays, the ideals of service and the 
spiritual dimension are common to both 
Movements. 


How Scouting Grew 
Scouting is now celebrating its 75th 
Anniversary with a ‘Year of the Scouv’. 
This lasts 18 months from January 1982 
to July 1983 — and there’s a good reason 
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Scout Training is so adaptable that 
voungsters who hare physical, or 
sometimes mental, handicaps are able to 
take part whenever possible as members 
of a normal Scout Group. 
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75 Years of Scouting 


i Sie fae 
Canocing is a very popular Scouting activity. A 
many Scout Groups also build their own craft. 


for that. It was in 1907 that Robert 
Baden-Powell organised an experimental 
camp on Brownsea Island, Dorset, to test 
his idea for training young people for 
responsible citizenship. From t 
attending that camp, the Scout 
movement has grown 10 640,000 in the 
United Kingdom and 16 million around 
the world. An estimated 200 million 
people have been members of the Scout 
Movement at some time in their lives. 


But why have an 18 month anniversary 
year? Although the date of the Brownsea 
Island camp is firmly fixed, there is no 
record of when the first Scout Troop was 
formed. Baden-Powell’s first mention of 
visiting a Troop (in Sunderland) was early 
in 1908 but it is likely there were others 
in existence by then. That year also saw 
the publication of Scouting for Boys in 
which ‘B-P’ set out his ideas in print. 
Since then, the story of the Movement 
has been one of almost uninterrupted 
growth which even the two World Wars 
could not halt. 


Simple Ideas 

Baden-Powell’s ideas are basically simple. 
They are that young people will accept 
responsibility given good leadership: they 
enjoy fun and adventure; and they like 
doing things as members of a ‘gang’. 
Scout activities and training have 
undergone many changes in adapting i0 
socicty’s needs but these principles have 
stood the test of time. 


The Scouts, with the Girl Guides, are 
unusual amongst youth movements in 
having a Promise and a Law as guides to 
the standard of conduct members must 
try to live by. (See page nine), 
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s well as learning the skills of the sport, 
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Another special feature is the pg 
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System — a troop is divided into Patrols 


of six to eight boys, one of whom iş 
Patrol Leader who shares with an adult 
Leader, responsibility for discipline 
activity planning and training. j 


Three Training Sections 

In the United Kingdom there are three 
Training Sections: Cub Scouts (8-11) 
Scouts (11-16) and Venture Scouts 
(16-20). Although the Movement is 
traditionally for boys and young men, 
in recent years young women have been 
able to join the Venture Scouts. 


Training develops in each section 
according to age, experience and ability. 
Each has an award system for Progress 
and proficiency, culminating in the highly 
prized Queen’s Scout Award which calls 
for high standards of leadership, activity 
skills and community service. 


A Wide Choice 

Scouting encourages outdoor activities 
for developing self reliance. Camping and 
hiking are amongst the greatest of its 
attractions for young people. But 
nowadays the scope is considerably wider 
with caving, climbing, cross-country 
expeditions, canoeing and parascending 
being among the adventurous activities 
to challenge spirited youngsters. 


We're cultured too! Besides stage shows, 
folk groups, scout bands (some of the 
best in the country), we also have a Scout 
and Guide symphony orchestra and a 
concert band. 


Keeping up with the times, there is 
amateur radio, an annual ‘Jamboree-on- 
the-Air’ to link Scouts of the world across 
the air waves, car mechanics and 
electronics. We also offer opportunities 
for art and handicraft. In fact, everything 
practical is done to help develop 
individual interests. Handicapped 
youngsters are encouraged to take part 
whenever possible as members of a 
normal Scout Group. 


Community Service 

Service to the community is important in 
teaching concern for the needs of others. 
Fund raising for charity, making gifts for 
old folk or sick children, helping with 
gardening, shopping for the elderly or 
handicapped are regular Scouting 
activities. So are projects in conservation 
and the protection of wild life. On a 
national scale outstanding efforts have 
included funding a new lifeboat for the 
RNLI and collecting over £160,000 for 
community projects in Nepal. 
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Increasingly, we offer service to 
developing countries and this year 
Venture Scouts will be making a special 
effort to aid a UNICEF clean water 
scheme in Sri Lanka. 


The Way Ahead 

The future is challenging. Although we 
have 85,000 voluntary Leaders, we need 
more to help extend Scouting into new 
areas, especially new housing 
developments, inner city areas and among 
new ethnic communities so that more 
young people can experience Scouting’s 
fun, adventure and friendship. 


Unemployment is something we cannot 
ignore, because it often affects leaders 
and older boys. The Scout Association 
has launched a Scouting and Unemploy- 
ment Programme to help the young 
unemployed to use their time to 
everyone’s benefit. 


Moncy is always a concern. Even though 
Leaders are unpaid, premises, equipment 
and facilities must all be paid for and 
costs are continually rising. It is one of 
our principles that no boy shall be denied 
Scouting simply because he cannot afford 
to take part. 


These are some of the problems that the 
Scout Movement is tackling with vigour 
and imagination. There is no lack of 
experience and determination. Given the 
support of the communities it serves, the 
aim of Scouting is to broaden the 
horizons of young people, while serving 
those communities, to grow and develop 
throughout the world and in its own way 
to play a part in promoting friendship 
and goodwill between the nations. 


The Scout Promise 
On my honour, I promise that 1 will do 


my best to do my duty to God and to 
The Queen, to help other people and to 
keep the Scout Law. 


The Scout Law 

A Scout is to be trusted 

A Scout is loyal 

A Scout is friendly and considerate 

A Scout is a brother to all Scouts 

A Scout has courage in all difficulties 

A Scout makes good usc of his time 

and is carcful of possessions and 

property 

7. A Scout has respect for himself and 
others. 


SRW 


(These are the British version; there are 
variations in other countries as 
appropriate.) 
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Mountain rescue, here seen being practised, is one of the up to date skills being taken 
up by Venture Scouts, the Training Section for 16-20 year olds. 
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Scout Bands are among the finest vouth bands in the country. The National Scout 
Band Festival, held every two vears has done much to achieve this high standard. 
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Although the scope of Scouring activities 
has become very wide, hiking and cross 


country trekking are still widely practised. 


With new ethnic communities growing up 
amongst us, Scouting encourages 
voungsters of all nationalities to join in 
its fun and adventure. 
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Baden-Powell held the first ever Scout Camp in 1907, Camping remains one of the 
most inportant— and most enjoved of Scout activities, 
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We will Remember... 


Lack of space has compelled us to hold 
over some obituary notices received, We 
hope to include these in future issues, 

— Editor 


We regret to announce the death of the 
following members: 


In October 
John W Appleton (Newport (Gwent)) 
Gladys H Pope (Ramsgate) 


In November 

Frederick H Burgess (Buckingham) 
Trevor R Evans (Rhiwbina) 

Arthur W Gower (Barkingside) 


In December 

Kathleen Andrews (East Dereham) 

Arthur E Barrow (Morecambe) 

George Boylan (Stockport) 

Violet Crook (Mold) 

Frederic T Hennessy (Barkingside) 

S J ‘Syd’ Hold (Buckley) 

Bessie Jordan (Okehampton) 

Arthur H Moreton (Brandon) 

Howard Newman (Nailsea) 

Gladys Smart (Melton and Charnwood 
District) 

G Alan Spray (Mundesley) 

M Gwendoline Tett (West Herts District) 

Alec G Whitby (Stamford) 

William Williams (Conway) 


In January 

Ivy D Boreham (Belfairs) 

Richard E Cox (South East Hants District) 
John W Green (Nottingham City) 

Lorna M Henstock (North Nottingham) 
Agnes Lefley (Exmouth) 

Elizabeth W Mellish (South West Counties) 
Gordon W Rogers (Whipton) 


In January, Mrs Gwen Tett of 
Rickmansworth died. Gwen was known 
and loved by many members throughout 
this country, and some overseas, through 
her devoted work as Secretary of the 
‘Friends of the Old House’. Gwen and her 
husband, Alfred, worked together closely 
as a team to produce the Friends’ news 
letter so regularly over a period of more 
than 20 years, until failing health forced 
Gwen’s retirement some three years ago. 
Although during fatter years 
Gwen wus unable to visit the Old House, 
her interest in Poperinge and its people 
never wavered. Whenever visitors from 
Belgium came to London, Gwen would 
try to meet them, and many happy 
Anglo-Belgian tea parties at Crutched 
Friars have been enhanced by Gwen's 
cheerful company, not to mention her 
delicious home made scones! Gwen 
worked quietly behind the scenes to 
make the biennial reunions of the 
‘Friends of the Old House’ such happy 
occasions, and generally kept alive our 
interest in, and support for the birthplace 
of our Movement. 
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Gwen was also active locally, 
especially in the help she gave to the local 
Blind Club. Her qualities of dependability . 
loyalty and cheerful helpfulness at all 
limes were a constant witness to the 
Toc H way of life at its best, and many of 
us will know that our own lives have been 


enriched through Gwen’s friendship. 
GL 


Edward M Page (Ted) Jones died at 
Harrogate in December at the age of 79. 
Ted had been a Toc H member for some 
50 years, starting in Cottingham, near 
Hull. From his early days, he had a great 
concern for the disabled — arranging 
outings and gathering people together to 
push wheelchairs and help the disabled on 
to buses. When he retired, he went first 
to Filey — where he helped form a 
Fellowship Club for the old, the lonely 
and the disabled — and finally, following 
the loss of his wife Kitty, to Leeds. He 
was a fine man. An old friend writes, 
If the telephone rang at 11.30pm, my 
wife would look at me and say “That'll 
be Ted”. And it usually was, with a plea 
for something very deserving’. 


William Williams (Conwy Men’s Branch) 
died in December, aged 74. He had been 
an active Branch member for many years, 
sharing in all their many jobs of service. 
In addition, he provided transport for the 
Conwy Valley disabled attending Red 
Cross mectings in Llandudno. Besides 
being a Branch stalwart for so long, 
William remained to the end a faithful 
member of his nearest Welsh Methodist 
Chapel. 


George Boylan(Stockport Joint Branch), 
who died in December last, spent most of 
his Toc H life with the former Cheadle 
Hulme Branch. In 1939, the Branch 
meeting room was comimandeered for war 
service. Some members spotted an empty 
room above a shoe mender’s shop. The 
cobbler was George Boylan who readily 
gave the use of the room and then joined 
the Branch! Trouble came in 1942 when 
George was called up. The solution for 
George and the Eranch was found when 
members agreed to pay George's shop 
rent for the duration, enabling his wife to 
carry on the business and the Branch to 
keep their meeting room. Both survived 
that upheaval and the second that 
followed at the end of the war. 

George was a dedicated Toc H 
member. His special love was service with 
young people and, at Stockport’s annual 
camp, he was a popular ‘uncle’ to all the 
children. He also worked hard and 
regularly with multiple sclerosis victims. 


He will be greatly missed, not only by his 
Stockport colleagues. but aiso by the 
group of ex-Cheadle Hulme members who 
preserve their old fellowship in quarterly 
mectings. 

CG 


The Secretary of North Nottingham Joint 
Branch writes: ‘The sudden death of our 
Chairman, Lorna May Henstock, in the 
early hours of 23 December came as a 
great shock to the members of North 
Nottingham Branch. Only the previous 
Wednesday evening, we had met for our 
annual Christmas dinner and spent a most 
enjoyable evening together. Lorna had 
been an active member of our Branch for 
19 years, and had also served on the 
District Committee. She loved her 
Church, and she loved Toc H and will be 
sadly missed by the Branch’. 


Alice Welford writes to tell us of the 
death of one of the much loved members 
of SW Counties Branch. Elizabeth Mellish 
— wife of Revd Noel Mellish VC (a close 
friend of Tubby'’s) — died peacefully at 
home just after Christmas, surrounded 
by her family and close family friends. 
She was 88 years old. Alice says <.. She 
was so involved with people, wholly 
unconcerned about herself, generous in 
every way, giving of herself and her own 
resources, without any pride and with 
much humour... How good she was to 
Tubby who loved and appreciated her, 
though he demanded a great deal of her 
... I has been a great privilege to have 
had her friendship over the years... 
Death is the gateway into a new venture 
and her lively spirit would relish that and 
be as involved as always...’ 


Gordon Rogers, an active member of 
Whipton (Devon) Men’s Branch for many 
years, died recently. Latterly, he had 
been confined to a wheelchair with his 
worsening multiple sclerosis but he kept a 
lively interest in the Branch and his 
courage was an inspiration to his friends. 


Alec Whitby, Chairman of Stamford Joint 
Branch, died on Christmas Day, following 
a short illness. Alec had been an active 
member in Cambridge before moving to 
Stamford. In recent years, he had been 
curator of Burghley House and he was an 
expert on the house and, indeed, on the 
Elizabethan era. He was a loyal and active 
member and he will be greatly missed by 
all his friends. 


. eee! 
We give thanks for their lives 
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The Beatification 


of Jeann 


(Foundress of the Little Sisters of the Poor) 


‘Blessed are the Meck, for th D 
inherit the Farth.' 


It was a typically busy morning in central 
Rome. The traffic was flowing five or six 
deep at the normally riotous rate. Then 
suddenly it all stopped and a motley 
party of old and young (mostly old), and 
a few nuns crossed bravely through, for 
all the world like the passing of the 
Israelites through the Red Sea. 


A young priest herded the stragglers 
safely, and waved on the roaring hosts of 
Mammon. Miracle or mirage? Neither: it 
was a royal procession, and the VIPs were 
members of the Congregation and Elderly 
Residents of the Little Sisters of the 
Poor. They had come to Rome at the 
invitation of the Pope, the Cardinals, and 
all the Company of the Vatican to the 
Beatification Ceremony of Jeanne Jugan, 
Foundress of The Little Sisters of the 
Poor. The ‘great event’ took place on the 
morning of Sunday, 3 October 1982, but 
there were other interesting events, one 
of which took The Little Sisters and their 
revered and loved charges across the busy 
street which runs alongside ‘the most 
imposing church of Christendom’. 


Who was Jeanne Jugan? She was born in 
1792, the daughter of a humble sailor 
from Brittany. In 1839, after an 
inconspicuous carly life, she took into her 
very humble home an elderly woman who 
was blind and infirm. Jeanne herself 
moved into the attic, giving her own bed 
to the old lady. Soon a second old lady 
was taken in. A few voluntary helpers 
were enlisted. Jeanne began to beg for the 
small community. A short Rule of Life 
was drawn up and The Congregation of 
the Little Sisters of the Poor was born. 
Soon a larger building was needed, and 
Jeanne obtained the money to buy one 
by begging. She understood thal her role 
was to substitute herself for the aged 
poor in order to beg on their behalf and 
‘associate with her work those lay people 
desirous of helping their brothers by their 
toil and their gencrositv’. By the lime of 
her death on 29 August 1879, the 
Congregation numbered 2,400. In 1982, 
over 32000 old people (‘Elderly 
Residents’ the Little Sisters call them) are 
being looked after in 259 homes in 31 
countries. Blessed Jeanne Jugan indecd! 


The main event of the Beatification 
proceedings was in the Basilica of St Peter 
on Sunday, 3 October. And it was, for all 
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by Theo Jackson-Cole 


the world, like a vast family meeting. In 
fact it was just that, for there were Sisters 
and Elderly Residents from every one of 
the far-flung Houses, not forgetting 
Samoa. As we gathered outside St Peter's, 
Sisters were continually breaking from 
their group to embrace others whom they 
had not met for 10, 20 or even 30 years. 
T have not seen her since the Novitiate in 
1948’ said one such Sister to me as she 
returned to her group. But there was no 
doubting as to where their affection and 
first loyalty lay as they guarded and 
guided their frail charges through the 
milling crowds and around the somewhat 
daunting areas. 


Other participants in the Great Event 
were friends of the Family. such as 
myself, and a wonderful band of young 
people in their late ‘feens and early 
twenties who had paid their own fares 
and were at the service of the Sisters and 
The Elderlics the whole time. Not that 
The Elderlies were a burden — far from it. 
Their alacrity, patience, yes, and their 
endurance were an inspiration. There 
were long hours of waiting outside the 
Basilica (up at 6 am on three successive 
mornings), being manoeuvred through 
milling crowds of other pilgrims, tourists 
and sightseers, and very long hours of 
activity. There were events on other days 
too. They all came through undaunted, 
and I never once heard a complaint or 
expression of fatigue. Of course they, 
along with the Sisters, were the VIPs of 
the occasion. And it was one of the 
inspirational features of the organisation 
that not only were they present, some 
having travelled thousands of miles. but 
Elderly Residents were themseives taking 
part in the events, even the Great Event 
itself when The Holy Father was 
pontificating. The last bidding prayer was 
read in Polish by Stafnia Zegarski (92), a 
lesson was read by Miss Margaret Britton 
from Hove (88), and among those who 
were chosen to receive Holy Communion 
from the Pope was 72 year old Hugh 
Quinn of St Anne’s Home in London. 
‘The beatification will be for the aged 


people throughout the world a source of 


joy, hope and gratitude’, said the Pope in 
his address. 


Having visited The Little Sisters of the 
Poor in India, ] can just begin to imagine 
the oy and hope’ that the returning 
delegations will take back to their 
Family. When a stranger such as myself 
arrives on their doorstep, the Community 


bell peals forth, and a delegation of 
Sisters and Elderly Residents sing their 
welcome. So when The Delegations — 
members of their Family — return, there 
will be rejoicing indeed. But what does 
The Event signify for the rest of us? 
Three salient pointers emerged for me 
which I shall ponder on and promote as I 
am able. First, the importance of caring 
for the Elderly in the situation of the 
Family. The Little Sisters have got it 
tight in realising that to provide food, 
shelter, warmth, and even interesting 
activities, is not enough. There must be 
loving care and caring love. And if this 
cannot be learnt, it must be caught from 
others who have and practise it. 
Secondly, there is an important part to be 
played by young people, partly because 
of the sheer physical strength and 
exuberance of the young, partly because 
the old have a special love for the young, 
and partly because the old have much to 
offer the young in wisdom and 
experience. And thirdly, I feel there is a 
deep need to consider what old age really 
is all about. and what contribution it 
should and can bring to Society. Maybe if 
more of us think more often and deeply 
about these things, we may come up with 
a deeper understanding of the meaning of 
life itself, and perchance of that 
‘undiscovered country from whose bourn 
no traveller returns’. May the life and 
witness of Blessed Jeanne Jugan remind 
us that Joy cometh in the morning’. 


‘O God, You who reward the saints and 
exalt the humble, have inspired 
Blessed Jeanne Jugan to serve You 
in the aged poor with the humility 
of a hidden life: 

Grant us that, by her intercession, we 
may joyfully reach eternal life, 
along the arduous way, in 
fraternal love. 

Through our Lord Jesus Christ Your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you, in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever, Amen 


Note: Parts of this article have already 
appeared in ‘Yours’ — the journal of 
‘Help the Aged’. — Editor 


Toc H Projects 1983 


Please note two major errors that have 
crept into this year’s booklet. 


1. Page 13 
‘IS THERE ANYBODY THERE. . .?’ 


The cost of this weekend is £7.00 
NOT £16.00 as quoted in the booklet. 


2. Page 24 
‘GREENBELT 
CHRISTIAN FESTIVAL’ 


The Festival dates are August 26-29 
(Bank Holiday Weekend). 


Welcome Open Forum 


The following Branches elected new 
members during December/January. 


4 — Levenmouth (J) 

2 — Cleveland District, Highland 
District. Melton and Charnwood 
District. Sale (J) 

1 — Alston (W), Anstey (W), 


Broughton Astley (W). 
Coningsby (J). Graeme (M), 
Loughton (W), Market 
Harborough (M), Marsh Farm 
(Luton) (J) Grp, Skelmorlie & 
Wemyss Bay (J), Wem (J), 

West Essex District. 

West Somerset District 


A warm welcome to 24 new members 


For your 
diary 
Warden Manor 
Reunions 


Ever since Warden Manor closed, 
reunion holidays have been held at 
Alison House with great success. 


Why not come and renew old 
friendships? The dates for this year’s 
holidays are 1623 July, hosted by 
Norman Brew und 23-30 July, hosted 
by Brian Dodgson, who would be 
delighted to receive old and new 
friends. 


Please send a SAE for an application 
form to Alan Robson, Alison House, 
Intake Lane, Cromford, Matlock, 
Derbyshire DE4 3RH. 


A Mid-week 
Weekend lioue °" 


(Teatime 19 April until lunch 21 April) 
The Theme: ‘Toc H Worldwide’ 


Keith Rea, Toe H International 


Secretary will be present. 


Sponsored by W Midlands and S Wales 
Region but open to all. 


Further details and applications 
including £5 deposit) to: John 
Mitchell, Kyrle House, Edde Cross 
Street, Ross-on-Wye, Herefordshire 
HR9 7BZ. Tel: Ross-on-Wye 62336. 


Family Purse 


I must say that I was quite concerned at 
the sentiments expressed by David 
Pearson in his letter printed in ihe 
January issue. Although both resolutions 
put forward by the Central Executive and 
the various amendments (including my 
own) were rejected by the Central 
Council. this does not alter the fact that 
the Movement is facing a serious financial 
situation. This problem will never be 
solved by adopting ostrich-like attitudes 
which just ignore the facts. Using phrases 
like ‘stop shouting wolf and balance your 
books’ is entirely destructive. What is 
required is a positive and constructive 
approach which will be of mutual benefit 
to the whole membership. 

l cannot understand the comment 
about ‘only 20p a week’ as, since we have 
no manufactured product to sell, this is 
the only way in which we can quantify 
our giving in practical terms and anyone 
with average intelligence can see the 
parallel which is being drawn by such an 
observation. Of course David Pearson is 
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(Toc H Berlin 1929-1939) 

Only two thin threads of personal 
relations established a bond between 
Toc Hand Berlin... 


The first thread was tied by a German 
ex-artillery officer who had fought the 
English at Gallipoli in 1915. He was 
interned and there made friends with 
some English officers: these friendships 


entitled to his own point of view but I for 
one hope his comments are not widely 
shared. Perhaps he would do well to Jearn 
the lesson and example set by Anstey 
Branch, also reported in January’s issue: 
need I say more? 


J R Morgan 
Ruislip 


Hospices 


} was interested in Megan John’s article 
(‘Our Gentle Sister’) in October’s Point 
Three. 

In 1977 Margaret McGettrick 
(who, before her marriage, was on the 
staff of Toc H (SA) as Margaret Lebish) 
introduced the concept of Hospice in 
South Africa. Toc H readily supported 
the concept by authorising Margaret, and 
later another staff member — Arend 
Hoogervorst — to go ahead as part of the 
philosophy of Toc H to open up new 
channels of social service to the 
community. From this early vision has 
grown the Hospice Association of the 


MOE.. 


by Max Hienerwadel 


carried on after the war through the 
exchange of letters and occasional visits. 
The German was then a bank clerk in 
Berlin and his English friends were 
Toe H members: he liked what he heard 
of Toc H and became the founder and 
first Chairman of the Berlin Toc H 
Group. As a half Jew, he was forced to 
emigrate after 1933 but he kept up 
Toc H contacts during his time 
abroad... 


The second thread was tied as a result of 
a meeting between an English Toc H 
Group and a German Boy Scout Group. 
In the summer of 1928, the Scouts visited 
war graves at Dixmuide and Langemarck 
in Flanders. They were touched when 
they noticed that a Toc H Group visiting 
the same area had placed poppies on 
German as well as English graves. In this 
garden of the dead, the hearts and hands 
of the living found each other: English 
and Germans promised to meet again .. . 


This encounter was followed up in 1929 
when an English Toc H Group visited 
Berlin. Hans Brechner — then leader of 
the Boy Scouts Group and later a judge 
in a District Court — was determined that 
the English visitors would be shown all 


Opinions expressed in these columns (includin 
contributor and not necessarily those of the T 
Only letters carrying the correspondent’s full 


g any editorial comment) are those of the 
oc H Movement. We reserve the right to edit letters. 
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Witwatersrand, with which Toc H is 
proud to be associated. Practical 
assistance continues by the provision 
from the Tubby Clayton Memorial Fund 
of an annual grant in support of the 
Hospice library. 


Alec Bullivant 
Hon Administrator 
Toc H (Southern Africa) 


Help! 


Having recently joined Toc H, I have been 
loaned several books so that | may 
appreciate more fully the history of the 
Movement. 

} now find a growing interest in 
Tubby’s carly years and his ancestors. 
Judging by what I have read in ‘Tubby 
Clavton’ by Melville Harcourt, the 
courage and tenacity shown by his 
predecessors must have been a great spur 
to him when some of his ventures 
appeared lost. 

May I therefore inquire if any 
readers can assist by suggesting other 


books that will enable me to gain further 
information on this subject? 


T C Clark 
New Addington 


Note: I will forward any letters sent to 
me, whether or not they are intended for 
Open Forum publication. — Editor 


Toc H in Australia 


It was with much interest that Fred Mills 
and I read Margaret Paling’s letter in your 
October 1982 issue about her visit to 
Perth in Western Australia last year. Her 
visit was like a breath of fresh air and we 
were very sorry to see her go back to 
London, although there was a hint that 
she may return for she liked Perth (and 
us) very much. Whenever she visited our 
office her first words were always, ‘Well, 
where’s the tea?’ — so we never had any 
alternative but to put the kettle on. She 
had a marvellous way with people — even 
the bus drivers went off their scheduled 
routes to make sure she found her way 10 
the destination she wanted ... 


One of Margaret’s first comments 
was to ask me if I knew Frank Gales. 
Well, Frank and I were in the same 
Branch in Horley, Surrey, some 30 odd 
years ago until I was transferred to the 
Chester district. After that I lost touch 
with Frank but since Margaret’s visit I 
have found him again (he now lives in 
Canada) and have also met his son, John, 
who resides just outside Perth. 

I was most sorry to read in Point 
Three of the deaths of Johnnie McMillan, 
‘HL’ Hughes and Len Scarfe, three great 
stalwarts of Toc H . .. We in Western 
Australia are having problems but we are 
doing our best to build up the Movement. 
In fact we have opened two new Groups 
— one here in HQ and one in Dianella, a 
new suburb about six miles out of Perth, 
and I am confident that we will expand 
with Fred Mills our Organising Secretary 
leading the way. 

My very best wishes to all in 
Saughall. Mold District and Merseyside. . . 


Bill Brown 
Subiaco (W Aust) 


Berlin — not just the city centre and its 
night life. He put up his Toc H friends 
and took them on daily excursions to see 
every aspect of Berlin life. This was so 
successful that the same Berliners took 
other Toc H visitors from all over the 
world into their charge and tied many 
new bonds of friendship. 


Further contacts were made in 1930 
when the English owner of a Dusseldorf 
factory decided to rebuild Muchlenbeck 
Castle, some 20 km north of Berlin. He 
employed experts from an English firm 
who did not speak German and felt very 
lonely. The Berlin Toc H Group took care 
of them. Their foreman died and his son 
— a Toc H member — came to collect the 
body and, for some days, stayed in my 
home. 


In the same year (1930), I married and 
rented a small country house, beautifully 
sited on the edge of Berlin. Until 1939, 
I frequently had Toc H friends staying 
there as my guests for holidays and 
housed three of them throughout the 
Berlin Olympics. We spent many happy 
hours together, swimming, walking and 
cycling: in the evenings we sat in our 
lovely garden, discussing international 
problems... 


Our German Toc H Group numbered 
between ten and 15 young Germans — 
some of them Berlin University students. 
We met monthly and were often joined 
by English friends. 1 recall particularly 


the solemnity with which each year we 
joined in the World Chain of Light, 
remembering our ‘elder brethren’ and 
considering the high service to which we 
were called. 


The next high point in my Toc H life was 
an invitation to the 1931 National 
Festival in London . Immigration 
formalities at Dover were minimal since 
the immigration officer was a Toc H 
member and knew we were coming! 
Toc H members met us at Victoria and 
took us to the Mark where we were to 
lodge. There we really saw English Toc H 
in practice — 30 young men really living 
together as a family. 


At Toc H HQ, we were welcomed in 
German by Major Slessor and our old 
friend Barclay Baron. The Festival 
totally absorbed us. A great meeting (at 
the Crystal Palace) at which we sat just 
behind the Prince of Wales; the 
consecration of a memorial for those who 
had fought in Flanders: a solemn service 
at All Hallows: a final gathering at which 
representatives from all areas and many 
countries spoke. At this great closing 
gathering, I saw banners from S Africa, 
Ceylon and Nigeria by those from Hong 
Kong, Scotland and Gibraltar — all 
people united in a great fellowship. And 
here we noticed that we Germans were 
welcomed with a special warmth. During 
our visit, we were shown all the sights 
of London. I recall being most impressed 
by the Trooping of the Colour in 


Whitehall, with King George V on 
horseback, just after recovering from an 
illness — what a demonstration of 
Commonwealth tradition! 


Just two years later, we were in the 
middle of the Nazi Revolution. At first, 
like most Germans, we in Toc H thought 
the new Reich had honest aims and some 
of our Berlin friends even joined the 
party to do what they could for our 
people . . . English visitors still came and 
we discussed German politics, answered 
their questions as best we could and tried 
to refute stories in the foreign press about 
Germany’s aggressive intentions. We were 


disturbed to learn from our English 
friends of Ambassador Ribbentrop’s 
tactlessness when, at a Buckingham 


Palace reception, he greeted the King 
with a Nazi salute. We heard, too. of the 
bad behaviour of some Hitler youth 
lcaders visiting London, We hastened to 
assure our English friends that not all 
Germans — even those agreeing with 
current political trends — were as 
arrogant as these youngsters. Despite 
our membership of Nazi organisations, 
our Toc H membership was confirmed 
by London and, since the German 
Foreign Office agreed to the continuance 
of our Toc H Group, we believed to the 
last that relations between our countries 
could improve. 


My daughter Brita was born on the day 
in 1938 when Hitler and Chamberlain 
met at Godesberg and my English Toc H 
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‘I ‘Remember...’ 


continued 


friends soon produced an English 
godfather for her. He remained a true 
family friend until his death after the 
war. It was his hope that Brita would 
become a German-English tcacher. 


In the summer of 1939, our English 
Toc H friends visited Germany as usual 
but, alas, for the last time. None of us 
believed that our two countries would 
again sacrifice their young men in a 
second world war .. . But on 26 August. 
1 was suddenly called up. I served (as I 
had in World War I) as a medic. On the 
day I enlisted I had my last pre-war letter 
from an English Toc H friend living in 
Halifax: I had time only to send him a 
postcard. Shortly afterwards, the Berlin 
Toc H circle split up. With my Berlin 
‘Landwehr’ regiment, I was taken East 
and, as | was marching through the 
‘corridor’ between Pomerania and 
E Prussia, our Catholic padre brought me 
the news that England and France had 
declared war on Germany. 


With the declaration of war, a world of 
hope broke up but I never forgot the 
fellowship I] had found in Toc H. Several 
times — especially when I was serving as 
quartermaster in a POW camp in Belgium 
— l tried to get in touch with my old 
English friends. I found later that they 
had been trying through the Red Cross 
in Geneva to contact me. 


When the war ended, I resumed 
correspondence with English Toc H 
friends and I believe that our Toc H 


fellowship even survived the war. 


} wrote down these memories in 
November 1947. There are even bigger 
jobs for German Toc H Groups than there 
were but our hearts and minds are opened 
wider. | hope that a German Branch will 
spring from the English Toc H tree as a 
symbol of the fellowship and faithful 
service of its members. | hope that 
together we shall be able to ‘think fairly, 
love widely, witness humbly and build 
bravely’. 


Note: 


1. Max (now 83 years of age) is still 
one of our best corresponding lone 
members. This year he plans to courier 
his last party of ‘seniors’ from Frankfurt 
to Whitby and Perth! 


z Brita grew up to become PA to 2 
bank manager. She married nearly 20 
years ago and has two children. She 
still accompanies Max on his ‘seniors’ 
tours. - Editor 
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ALITO 


by Peter Pashley 
What is it? 


Possibly only LEPRA and North 
Walsham (Norfolk) Men’s Branch can tell 
you! Three years ago, our Branch pledged 
our support to Alito Leprosy Mission and 
Hospital in N Uganda. The Centre was 
started (with 30 leprosy patients) in 1952 
by Sister Gabriella Monegon, a missionary 
Sister of Verono. It is still expanding. 

Leprosy can be treated with 
sulphone drugs and other aids appearing 
year by year. Much of the later work is 
designed to re-activate the nerves in 
cured patients. They need to understand 
that mobility can often be restored; that 
they can learn in the Centre such crafts as 
carpentry and tailoring; that once cured 
they cease to be contagious. The Centre 
and Mission, with some 500 acres of land 
is virtually self supporting. 

A central problem is to start 
leprosy treatment carly enough. Alito 
staff visit — weekly when possible — 
nearly 200 village clinics in their 
catchment area. Many of their 7,000 
outpatients have to walk up to 20 miles 
through jungle and rough country to 
reach a clinic. 

The Mission lived in constant fear 
during the last years of the Idi Amin 
regime but are now gradually returning to 
normal in producing their food and 
caring for their patients. 


> 


These are some of the reasons 
why our small Branch is doing its utmost 
to raise funds for Alito and to help the 
Centre in every way. Among other 
efforts, we have an annual LEPRA flag 
day and all the proceeds go direct to 
Alito. 


The pictures were taken at Alita 
in 1981. 


No one spoke -and he died 


Crossing to Liverpool on the Mersey ferry 
takes about 15 minutes — but it was 
enough time for a man to kill himself. 

Doris, one of our members, was 
on the ferry that moining. There was 
nothing out of the ordinary — people 
reading the morning paper, chatting or 
still trying to wake up after a late night. 

Suddenly there was a commotion 
— people rushing to the rail, shouts, 
shock and disbelief. 

A man had jumped over the side 
and been killed by the propellers. 

Afterwards, Doris wondered 
about that man. Some problem had been 
gnawing at him for days, perhaps much 
longer. Then one day he’d made up his 
mind. He'd had enough — and he jumped. 

Would it have made a difference if 
somcone had noticed this man, alone in 
his misery and smiled, nodded or said 
hello, so that perhaps eventually he'd 
felt he could talk to someone? 

Talking does help, tremendously, 
as the Samaritans have proved. Few of us 
can be Samaritans, but we can help our 
friends with lesser problems: it just means 
listening. nothing else. 

But being a kind listener isn’t as 


easy as it sounds, which is why we've 
dealt with this important subject in a 
special cassette recording, called ‘Friends 
in Need’. 

You can hear two people: a TocH 
member who was shattered when her 
marriage broke up; and a member of 
staff, hardworking and successful in his 
job, who nevertheless has his burdens and 
explains what he needs from a kind, 
understanding listener. 

The presenter and interviewer is 
the Revd Bob Knight, former HQ Padre, 
who has had some experience of helping 
people in distress. With them, he explores 
the feelings, values and pitfalls of being a 
kind listener. 

Fo: those who want to be a real 
friend and not shy away when someone 
needs them, this tape could be a big help. 
Winter seems to be the time when things 
seem to get on top of many people, more 
so than at other times of the year. so 
now Is the time to be ready. 

The cassette can be obtained at 
cost price. £1.00 including post and 
packing, from Toc H HQ, I Forest Close, 
Wendover HP22 6BT. 
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C/tssociation. 


by Fiona Hills 


In the summer of 1949 a hard-up young 
couple, worn out by struggling to make 
ends meet and care for a chronically ill 
three year old daughter. were offered the 
brief break they longed for but couldn't 
possibly afford — a holiday in a friend’s 
vacant house by the sea, on the condition 
they looked after his cat! 


Returning refreshed, with a child who’d 
been thrilled by the seaside and also with 
new strength to cope, Patrick and Joan 
Laurance resolved that one day they 
would find a way to give the same sort of 
vital break to other families under stress. 


In 1975, the Family Holiday Association 
was co-founded by the Laurance husband 
and wife team. Through contributions 
from personal friends and their own 
efforts, just over £1000 was 
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raised, 


which gave 17 such families a one week 
break. 


In 1982, the FHA, now known 
throughout the UK as the only Charity 
specialising in providing grants that 
enable underprivileged families to have a 
one week holiday all together as a family, 
has made grants of over £61 000 to 483 
families. Applications from social 
workers, Health Visitors and other 
official caring agencies, by whom families 
must be referred, pour into the Charity’s 
office from all over the country; that 
office, as it was in 1975, is still an 
upstairs room in the Laurances’ own 
home. The choice of holiday is up to the 
family, within the limits of the grant 
allocated: most frequent choices are 
holiday camps or caravans at the seaside, 
or the cost of fares to visit relatives. 


Grinding poverty, chronic ill health, poor 
housing, often physically or mentally 
handicapped children — the families for 
whom the FHA makes the break possible 
invariably have to cope with very bleak 
circumstances for the other 51 weeks of 


the year. The information in the 
applications could make depressing 
reading. 


But how could Patrick and Joan be 
depressed, with a thick file of Holiday 
Reports to read? Phrases like: 


<.. 1 wouldn’t have believed that one 
week's break could have made such a 
difference to the whole family — it has 
given them new courage to tackle their 
problems...’ 


. Without the break you provided, 


this mother would almost certainly have 
been admitted to hospital for depression, 
and her five year old twins taken into 
CALETA 


. the holiday was a most marvellous 
morale booster for them all — the kids, 
who had never seen the seaside, can talk 
of nothing else...’ 


Such phrases occur again and again. 


The only thing that saddens the 
Laurances is having to say ‘No, sorry’ to 
many tragic applications, when funds for 
the year run out as they inevitably do, 
with ever increasing numbers of social 
workers hearing about the Association, 
and realising both the immediate help and 
the long term benefits the holidays 
provide. 


But they are never discouraged for long. 
A donation, or an offer of help, comes 
from a supporter ... they have a brilliant 
new idea for a fund raising event ...a 
cheque for £250 (enough to give a family 
of four a week at a holiday camp) arrives 
from a Charitable Trust. With hope, 
enthusiasm and sheer hard work Patrick 
and Joan Laurance will continue to 
ensure that as many families in need as 
possible will get that vital week ‘away 
from it all’ this year. 


Any Toc H group or member interested 
in supporting the FHA, perhaps by 
organising a local fund raising event, or 
in receiving further information about its 
work should contact: 

The Family Holiday Association, 5 Hill 
Close, London NW11 7JP (Tel: 01 455 


Small Ads | ® 


Small advertisements must be reccived (with 
remittance) five weeks before publication day, 
which is the 23rd of the preceding month. The 
charge is Sp a word (minimum 50p) to Point 
Three Magazine. Rates of display 
advertisements can be obtained from the 
Editorial Office, Toc H, 1 Forest Close, 
Wendover. Telephone: 0296 623911. 


For penfriends within the United Kingdom, 
send sae to International Friendship League, 
PFs, UK, PO Box 117, Leicester. 


Fund Raising. Spring flower bulbs for resale at 
direct from grower prices. Good profits to be 
made on quality daffodils, tulips, crocus, 
hyacinths etc. Add a new dimension to your 
autumn fayres, coffee morning etc. Price list 
sent on request. M K & B Chappell, Fengate 
Road, West Pinchbeck, Spalding, Lincs (Tel: 
Pinchbeck Bars 381). 


Raise funds quickly, easily. Superb ball-pens, 
combs, key fobs, diaries, etc gold stamped to 
your requirements. Details: Northern Novelties, 
Bradford BD1 3HE. 


Qiristian Singles. Social Events, nationwide. 
Friendship contacts, Holidays, weekend 
houseparties: Christian Friendship Fellowship, 
Dept/B23, Edenthorpe, Doncaster. 


Bruges, Belgium. Hotel 
Jacobs, (established 50 
years) welcomes Toc H 
parties and individual 
visitors to this lovely old 
city within easy reach of 
other famous cities of art, 
and of the coast. Comfort- 
able, modernised hotel. 
Quiet situation. Parking. English spoken. 
Strongly recommended. Bed and breakfast only. 
Mr Jules Lietaert, Hotel Jacobs, Baliestraat 1, 
Bruges, 8000. Telephone: 010-32-50 
3398 31/32. 


Conwy. Dinner and B & B £9 per day. 
Weekends, midweek bookings, ideal for 
walking, touring, near sea and mountains. 
Doreen and Bill Baxter, Llys Gwilym Guest 
House, 3 Mountain Road, Cadnant Park, 
Conwy, Gwynedd, N Wales. Tel: 049 263 2351. 


Clacton — 6 berth Caravan, fuliy equipped, 
excellent site facilitics include, pool, shaps, 
childrens playground and social centre. 
April/May/June — £45 pw, July — £50 pw, 
August - £60, September - £45 pw. Full details 
from Mrs M Burgess, 6 Upper Park Road, 
Clacton-on-Sea. Tel: 0255 429428. SAE please. 


Weymouth, bed, breakfast, evening meal from 
£48 week. Weekend breaks from £14.50. Bar, 
frec parking. Also inclusive coach holidays from 
mast parts of country from about £80 weck. 
Mrs Cale, Kirtleton House, 21 Kirtleton Avenue, 
Weymouth. Tel: 0305 785296. 


North Wales, Pwllheli, comfortable holiday flats 
on seafront, all with panoramic sea views, sleeps 
24. Toc H area. Apply: Marine-View, 
Promenade, Pwllheli. Tel: 2758 or 4303. 


KING GEORGE'S HOUSE 


YMCA 


VISITING LONDON? 
Economical, convenient for 
central London. Single, double, 
multi-bedded rooms, lounge, 
restaurant, coffee-bar, TV, 
Chapel. Bed/breakfast, optional 
dinner. Group package tours, 
group conferences. Rates from 
£5.40. YMCA, Stockwell, 
London SW9 9ES — Telephone: 
01-274 7861. 


Holiday Letting — Colwell Bay, Isle of Wight, 
two miles from Yarmouth Ferry Harbour. Fully 
furnished bungalow on cliff top with panoramic 
view of the Solent. Available from Easter 1983. 
Accommodation for four persons. £60-£126 
according to season. Desmond Bonner, 6 West 
Street, Steeple Claydon, Buckingham. 
(Tel: 029 673 565) 


‘MEETING OUR NEIGHBOURS’ NEEDS’ 


A mid-week conference 
at 
Alison House, Cromford, 


Matlock, Derbyshire 


on 3-5 May 1983 


This conference is being run by the World Congress of Faiths in association with Toc H. 


The cost (Tuesday evening to after lunch on Thursday) will be £26 for members of WCF 
or Toc H. 


The Chairman will be Dr David Russell 
Hussein and Dr Beverley Littlepage. 


and the speakers Mrs Brij Gandhi, Mr Asaaf 


Please use the application form below 


MEETING OUR NEIGHBOURS’ NEEDS — 3 -5 MAY 1983 


To: World Congress of Faiths, 28 Powis Gardens, London W11 1JG 


Please book me 


places for this conference. | enclose a non-returnable deposit of £5 for 
each place. | would/would not prefer a vegetarian diet. 


Name and address and telephone number: 
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